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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04/01/2005 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 1_ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 01 April 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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(Previous action dated 1 1/21/2006 is vacated as the new action set forth below) 

DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . An information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on 04/01/2005. 
Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure statement, see 
attached 1449. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "a tool" and "a working 
element" are both labeled as the element number "5". Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 3, 
line 2 "gripping device" and on page 3, line 20 "tool" are both labeled as the element 
number "5". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 1 , line 4 "a 
tool" and on page 1 , line 6 "a working implement" are both labeled as the element 
number "5". Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

7. Regarding claims 1 and 8, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Harr (WO 00/53522). 
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10. Regarding [claim 1], a swing damping (see fig. 1, element 1) arrangement, 
particularly an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) pertaining to a swing damper (see fig. 
1, element 1) for supporting a tool (see fig. 1, element 5) that hangs from a crane arm 
(see fig. 1, element 2). Wherein the damper (see fig. 1, element 1) includes an upper 
part (see fig. 1, element 11) connected to the crane arm (see fig. 1, element 2), and a 
lower part (see fig. 1, element 12) which supports a working implement (see fig 1), 
either directly or via a rotator (see fig. 1, element 4) for instance, wherein the upper part 
(see fig. 1, element 11) and the lower part (see fig. 1, element 12) are pivotally 
connected to each other via a pivot joint (see fig. 1, element 13), and wherein the 
damper (see fig. 1, element 1) includes a brake arrangement (see fig. 2, element 50), 
characterized in that the brake arrangement (see fig. 2, element 50) includes a brake 
unit (see fig. 5, element 70) having discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) that can swing 
around the pivot axle (see fig. 5, element 14; also see page 3, lines 30-35) of the pivot 
joint (see fig. 1, element 13), in that at least one of the discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 
and 91) is secured against rotation relative to the upper part (see fig. 1, element 11), in 
that at least of the discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) is scoured against rotation 
relative to lower part (see fig. 1, element 12), in that the arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 
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5) includes a tensioning element (see fig. 4, elements 76 and 78) which functions to 
press the discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) together in a braking operation, and in 
that the tensioning element (see fig. 4, elements 76 and 78) is located at least partially 
within one or two pivot bearings (see fig. 2, element 13) located between the upper part 
(see fig. 1 } element 11) and the lower part (see fig. 1, element 12)] [claim 2] an 
arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) characterized in that the brake unit (see fig. 5, 
element 70) is situated in a space (see figs. 4 and 5) between two pivot bearings (see 
fig. 2, element 13) located between the upper part (see fig. 1 } element 11) and the lower 
part (see fig. 1, element 12)] [claims 3 and 9] an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) 
characterized in that the upper part (see fig. 7, element 11) includes an abutment 
surface (see figs. 2 and 4, element 17) for driving at least one disc (see fig. 5, elements 
90 and 91)] [claims 4, 10 and 11] an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) characterized 
in that the lower part (see fig. 1, element 12) includes all abutment surface (see figs. 2 
and 4, element 17) for driving at least one disc (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91)] [claims 
5, 12-14] an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) characterized in that at least one disc 
(see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) has brake lining (see fig. 5, element 72) on at least one 
side thereof; [claims 6, 15-18] an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) characterized in 
that discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) include a through-passing hole (see fig. 3, 
element 63) for the tensioning element (see fig. 4 y elements 76 and 78)] [claims 7, 19 
and 20] an arrangement (see figs. 1, 2, and 5) characterized in that the force (see figs 4 
and 5, elements 73 and 73' respectively) generated by the tensioning element (see fig. 
4, elements 76 and 78) in order to press the discs (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) 
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together is based on a spring force (see figs 4 and 5, elements 73 and 73' respectively) 
and/or on the application of a pressure medium (see page 6, lines 26-28). 

Regarding [claim 8], Harr (522) discloses a method (see page 9, lines 13-35) 
relating to a swing damper (see fig. 1, element 1), particularly to a swing damper (see 
fig. 1, element 1) for carrying a tool (see fig. 1, element 5) that hangs from a crane arm 
(see fig. 1, element 2), wherein the swing damper (see fig. 1, element 1) includes an 
upper part (see fig. 1, element 11) which is connected to the crane arm (see fig. 1, 
element 2), and a lower part (see fig. 1, element 12) which carries a working implement 
(see fig 1), either directly or via a rotator (see fig. 1, element 4) for instance, wherein the 
upper part (see fig. 1, element 11) and the lower part (see fig. 1, element 12) are 
pivotally connected together via a pivot joint (see fig.1, element 13), and wherein the 
swing damper (see fig. 1, element 1) includes a brake arrangement (see fig. 2, element 
50), characterized in that swinging movement is braked by virtue of upper part (see fig. 
1, element 11) being caused to entrain at least one disc (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) 
of a brake unit (see fig. 5, element 70) as part swings, and by virtue of the lower part 
(see fig. 1, element 12) being caused to entrain at least one disc (see fig. 5, elements 
90 and 91) of the brake unit (see fig. 5, element 70) as lower part (see fig. 1, element 
12) swings, and in that the disc (see fig. 5, elements 90 and 91) are pressed together by 
a tensioning element (see fig. 4, elements 76 and 78) in a braking operation where the 
tensioning element (see fig. 4, elements 76 and 78) is located at least partially within 
one or two pivot bearings (see fig. 2, element 13) located between the upper part (see 
fig. 1, element 11) and the lower part (see fig. 1, element 12). 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Roth (US H2012H) discloses a braked joint assembly 
constructed and operable rotatably or pivotally supporting a conventional grapple 
mechanism including brake elements (66), space (38), spring members (72) and 
retainer members (50); Beaulieu (US 5,451,087) discloses grapple bracket (20), arm 
bracket (21), upper damper (31a), lower damper (31b), sleeves (14) and (15), spring 
washer (6), and adjusting bolts (30); Hodson (US 5,730,430) discloses pivot pin (28), 
snubber assembly (36), spring unit assembly (38), disc retainer (40) and split friction 
disc (42). 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mahbubur Rashid whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7218. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James S. 
McClellan can be reached on (571) 272-6786. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information-regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ JAMES MCCLELLAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




